NIHR Voices Event 2016
The second NIHR Voices event took place at
Weetwood Hotel, Leeds on 10th November
2016. The Voices project is supported by
INVOLVE, the Yorkshire and Humber Improvement Academy (AHSN) and NIHR Voices.
More information about the organisations which
make up the NIHR Voices Group can be found
overleaf.
The topic of the day was the importance of
diversity and inclusion in the future of
Public Involvement.

Steps to getting involved
If you are inspired to get involved with what is
happening in our region, the group has five work
streams on various topics which were discussed
during the meeting.
You can find out more about the work stream and
who is leading it by clicking the links below.
Alternatively, Donna Bownes can direct you to
more information

1.

Peer Support

2.

Making Involvement Normal

3.

Participatory Methods

4.
5.

Communications
Diversity & Inclusion

Our poems

Simon Denegri (above), the NIHR National
Director for Patients and the Public and Chair of
INVOLVE opened the event, which was
attended by 62 people, with a presentation on
the subject of Public Involvement in Research.

During the meeting the group worked together to
gather the different perspectives and present
them as poems to help shape future inclusion in
public involvement.
“There is opportunity in the community
To overcome the barriers of inclusion
But race, age, ability and religion offer a solution
It’s not the politics, class or sexual orientation
That should affect your participation! “

Click here to read the other poems written on the
day.

“I love how everyone is
helpful and willing to
listen”

“I find such events heartening—it’s time research
came out of the closet”

“I have really enjoyed
meeting so many likeminded people”

What is Public Involvement in Research?
INVOLVE defines public involvement in research as research being carried out ‘with’ or ‘by’ members
of the public rather than ‘to’, ‘about’ or ‘for’ them. This includes, for example, working with research
funders to prioritise research, offering as members of a project steering group, commenting on and developing research materials, undertaking interviews with research participants.

During the lunch break there were stalls showcasing work being done across the region. Information
was available about other public involvement
groups and there were opportunities to explore the
current Yorkshire and Humber Public Involvement
Community website and give feedback on how it
might be more useful.

The NIHR Voices Group
You can learn more about the organisations
which make up the NIHR Voices team below.
Please click on any of the links and you will be
taken to the website for a particular organisation.
Research Design Service Yorkshire & the
Humber
Improvement Academy (AHSN)
Leeds Musculoskeletal Biomedical Research
Unit
Clinical Research Network
CLAHRC Yorkshire and Humber
Clinical Research Facility—Leeds

Lots of networking took place with the exchange of
contact details, which attendees found very useful.

Clinical Research Facility—Sheffield
Diagnostic Evidence Cooperative
We also have a “Jargon Buster” to help you
to understand some terms you might hear
and see.

A short questionnaire was circulated about how
people thought it would be best to communicate
with people who want to be involved in Research.
The findings from this will form the basis of the
Communications Group. We are keen to hear from
anyone who would like to be involved in health research so please get in touch!

We would like to, with your permission, keep
your details on file and send you emails from
time to time with details of PPI work which is
happening in the region that you may be interested in.
If you do not wish to receive these, please
email d.bownes@sheffield.ac.uk and we will
make sure that your preference is noted.

Save the date for the 2017 event - 9 November 2017
We look forward to seeing you there!

